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‘Then it was on to Rhode Island in 1778 to fight with General
Sullivan, again as part of the New Hampshire militia. The goal was
to wrest control of Newport, RI, from the British. It seemed doable

miscommunications, and misunderstandings. In the end, the Battle
of Rhode Island was a standoff. Only the valiant and determined
fighting of the Black Regiment, composed largely of Rhode Island
Aftican Americans, kept it from becoming a disaster. But thatis the
story for a later chapter.

In 1779, Prince was one of twenty African men who petitioned
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of slavery in the state. The petition was tabled without legislative
action. Most of the men asking for their freedom likely wrote their
own petitions, having grown up in households where the owners
taught their servants to read and write. Even women who were
Servant-slaves were given a basic education. For example, Dinah,
Prince’ ife, had been raised by a i
Jater ran a school for African American children.
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